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PIECING IT TOGETHER

THE GIFT OF GRANDIN

3-2-1 WAYS TO SAVE ON BOOKS

The Tampa Bay chapter of the American
Institute of Graphic Arts hosted a collage
competition at Cage Brewing. Hear about the
USF students who competed.

After serving as an infantryman in
Afghanistan, Anthony Cook looked into
getting a service dog. Meet Grandin and
hear about how he makes Cook’s life easier.

Have you heard about the new bookstore that
opened in Tyrone Square Mall? Get textbooks,
hardbacks, paperbacks and more for less than
three dollars at 321 Books.
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One dean announced as another departs The early

COURTESY OF COLTON VINES/PETE HENSHAW, NORTHEASTERN STATE UNIVERSITY

By Luke Cross
lukecross@mail.usf.edu

R

egional Vice Chancellor
of Academic Affairs Martin Tadlock announced
Allyson Leggett Watson (pictured above) as the new dean
of the College of Education on
March 22.
Watson will begin serving as
dean July 1, while Olivia Hodges continues to serve as interim
dean of the CoE.
Watson is the Assistant dean
and professor in the College of
Education at Northeastern State
University in Oklahoma. Even
after 20 years of educational experience, Watson still harbors the
passion that gripped her when

she began.
“When I started my educational career, I was placed in a classroom and the students just drew
me in,” said Watson. “The moment I stepped foot in a school, I
knew it was the right place to be
and never looked back.”
Watson earned both her master’s and a doctorate in Educational Administration, Curriculum and Supervision from the
University of Oklahoma. Her
bachelor’s degree in Elementary
Education was received from
Bethune-Cookman University.
Despite not being a Pinellas
County local, Watson has strong
family ties to St. Petersburg. Her
granduncle, Dr. Gil Leggett, was
instrumental in the city’s civil

rights movement.
Much of her career centered on
high poverty schools and urban
education. As a developer of
the Teaching & Urban Reform
Network (TURN), a program
where teachers in training bring
coursework to urban schools
for immersive training, Watson
believes the key to teaching is
experience and compassion.
“Teachers can’t even imagine
the impact they have with just a
smile, a pat on the back, just believing in students,” stated Watson.
Watson wants to apply the same
creativity she used in developing
TURN at USF St. Petersburg’s
College of Education. Some of
her plans involve revamping the
existing STEM master’s degree

and enhancing the dual degree
Bachelor’s program.
“I plan to bring to USF a
thought process that we are all
wanting to enhance the profession of teaching, but I also
want to bring an innovative
perspective to do that,” said
Watson. “We need to show
what makes us unique.”
When not working towards improving the CoE, the new dean
hopes to become better acquainted with the student body.
“The students can expect to
have access to me and see me
around. I want to pop in on
classes to say hi and answer
questions,” said Watson.
Seeing the new secretary of
education and imminent changes to public schooling, Watson
holds that she and her peers will
rise to the upcoming adversity.
“There will not be a time when
the United States stops having
children, and someone is going
to have to train the most exceptional teachers to meet the needs
of today and the future,” stated
Watson. “Why not have that
someone be the USFSP College
of Education?”
See “Dean” P2

Local activist group takes first steps to oppose Trump
By Dinorah Prevost
dprevost1@mail.usf.edu

V

eteran activist Melanie
Carling “took [her] eye off
the ball” during Barack
Obama’s tenure as president.
Carling admits she’s guilty of
feeling that inequality, especially towards women, was
solved once and for all.
“We’ve been comfortable
for so long. It’s hard to get
out of these soft walls,” said
Carling, a trade supervisor at
USF St. Petersburg’s Barnes
& Noble bookstore.
Carling first got involved in
activism in the 1970s as a teenager when the Supreme Court
case Roe v. Wade brought the
issue of abortion to the attention
of the American public.
But now Carling, 59, calls the
election of President Donald
Trump the lowest point in American politics she’s ever seen.
“I’ve become rather more
discouraged than I’ve ever
See “ACA” P3
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Indivisible Activism: Jean Nelson (left) and Sandra Acton (right) hold signs in front of Rep. Charlie Crist’s office on
Friday, March 24. Nelson, Acton and other members of Indivisible FL-13 met there to rally and thank Crist for promising to
vote against the American Health Care Act.
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bird gets
the classes

By Michael Moore Jr.
michaelmoor@mail.usf.edu

R

egistration for summer
and fall classes begins
today.
March 27 officially marks the
opening of course registration
for USF St. Petersburg students.
Throughout the process, each
student will receive a time ticket
that will indicate when they can
register for classes.
You can review your time
ticket by logging onto Oasis,
going to the “Student” tab, selecting the corresponding term
under the “Registration” option
and then hitting “Register, Add
or Drop Classes.”
Before your time ticket
opens, you can use Schedule
Planner to configure an ideal
selection of classes.
Schedule Planner is a new
feature that aims to make the
registration process smoother.
The current Add/Drop procedure sees you hunt and peck your
way through desired courses while
comparing them in your head
against your own availability.
With the new tool, you can
select courses based on your
degree requirements while
adding room for breaks and/or
your work schedule. It will then
generate a list of every available, conflict-free option. You
can favorite and save schedules
to have them ready for when
your time ticket opens.
You can find Schedule Planner
in Oasis under the “Student” tab.
Before you register, the office
of the registrar recommends that
you meet with your academic advisor in order to ensure that you
are still on track for graduation.
An appointment with an advisor
can be scheduled in the MyUSF
page under the “Learning &
Teaching Tools” tab.
Also, be sure to check for any
holds in Oasis that will prevent
you from registering on time.
Any questions about registration should be directed to the
office of the registrar, academic
advising or financial aid.
Student planning to walk at
graduation in the summer need
to do so on Oasis before the
June 9 deadline.

Contact Us: email usfcrowsnest@gmail.com office (727) 873-4113
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Acclaimed Florida authors tackle ecological issues
By Luke Cross
lukecross@mail.usf.edu

W

hat comes to mind
when you think of
the Gulf of Mexico?
As Floridians, we are privileged to live next to it, therefore we often associate it with
beauty, beaches and fishing.
Across the country, however,
many define the Gulf by the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill.
A BP owned drilling rig,
Deepwater Horizon, experienced unregulated rises of
methane gas into the rig early
on the night of April 20, 2010.
The resulting explosion caused
the death of 11 workers and
dumped 210 million gallons
of oil into the Gulf, the largest
accidental oil spill in history.
Worldwide news coverage
soon followed, rebranding
the Gulf of Mexico as an
ecological disaster for the
foreseeable future.
Striving to reclaim the Gulf
as a significant figure beyond
petroleum spills, Jack Davis
wrote “The Gulf: The Making
of An American Sea.”
Davis took part in a discussion over his most recent
publication in Harbor Hall,
Wednesday, March 22. With
the help of Lee Irby, a fellow
author awaiting the release of
his newest novel “Unreliable,”
Davis discussed the challenges of documenting the Gulf’s
unique history as well as his
outlook on the future.
A USFSP alumnus, Davis
earned his master’s degree in
history in ‘89. He was later

hired as a professor at the
University of Florida with a
focus on environmental history. His previous works have
earned recognitions such as the
Charles S. Sydnor Prize for the
best book in southern history,
and the gold medal in the nonfiction category of the Florida
Book Awards
Banter and story swapping
defined the first half of the
evening as Davis and Irby discussed the lifestyle of a writer, their previous works and
shared experiences of growing
up in the segregated South. The
two USF alumni also shared
their first meetings and roots in
the St. Petersburg area.
“I just owe so much to this
campus, I don’t think I’d be
where I am now without USF
St. Pete,” said Irby.
Much of the event revolved
around how Davis’ experience as an ecological historian influences his writing,
specifically in his newest
piece, “The Gulf: The Making of An American Sea.”
His recently released work
tells the tale of the Gulf of Mexico from prehistoric beginnings
to its prospective future. Davis
connects the body of water to
humanity through both his own
interactions and experience.
“When writing about ecology, you’re really in touch with
your subject through touch,
taste, smell, hearing,” said
Davis. “I wanted this sensory
experience to help carry the
writing, to guide it.”
The discussion also ad-

dressed the role of historic
figures in “The Gulf,” expounding on the narrative
influence of many colorful
characters, such as the king
of Tabasco turned conservationist.
“I also tried to understand the
historic figures, to understand
how they interacted with their
environment using the same
senses,” said Davis.
The conversation shifted
midway through the event
to focus more on ecological
concerns, economic possibility and activism within

Florida communities.
Davis subtitled his book
“The Making of An American Sea” with a purpose: the
BP oil spill had tarnished the
once prestigious name of the
Gulf of Mexico.
The landmark only garners
respect within groups of academics and activists, while the
rest of the population knows
it mainly for the widescale
pollution which afflicted it.
“The Gulf” was written to help
America realize the national
treasure it holds while better
understanding our history.

“It’s one of the greatest
estuarine environments in the
world,” stated Davis, “And because 85 percent of the gulf’s
freshwater comes from its five
bordering states, we have a
profound impact on it.”
Recognizing our integral
contribution to the natural
resource is only a minor part of
the issue, however.
“It’s a sea that has shaped
our history, and has given us a
lot,” said Davis, “But we need
to give something back. Not
anything massive, just respect
for what it is.”

LUKE CROSS | THE CROW’S NEST

Authors & Alumni: Lee Irby (left) and Jack Davis (right) discuss their recent books and the environmental issues
affecting the Gulf of Mexico on Tuesday, March 21.

Dean continued from P1
While the new dean of the
CoE was announced, the current dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences, Frank Biafora,
declared that this year would
be his last.
“After a number of long
walks and deep reflection I
have made the personal decision to not request another fiveyear contract,” Biafora stated
in his email to the CAS faculty
and staff.
Biafora earned his doctorate
in sociology from the University of Miami and his master’s
in the same subject from the
University of Florida. Before
coming to USF St. Petersburg,
Biafora was an associate dean
at St. John’s University.
After serving as dean for a
decade, Biafora is uncertain
of the next step in his career
but mentions that he hopes to
return to teaching or assume
administrative positions.
In an email to the CAS,
Tadlock highlighted Biafora’s
achievements after his announcement.
“Dean Biafora has championed the college and individuals within the college in the
community and region,” wrote
Tadlock “He has navigated the
complicated political landscape
to keep the priorities of the
college and university front and
center.”

The same email announced
the formation of a search
committee in April. Biafora
estimates that his successor
will begin July 1, 2018, after a
nationwide search.

“I support Frank in his decision and will provide whatever assistance I can to help
him reach his goals,” stated
Tadlock in his email. “I hope
you will do the same.”

COURTESY OF USF ST. PETERSBURG

Stepping Down: The College of Arts & Science Dean, Frank Biafora will
step down after the semester. Biafora has been with the university for a decade

MARCH 27, 2017| NEWS 3

THE CROW’S NEST

Crow’s Corner: How to minimize social media use
By Lis Casanova
lis@mail.usf.edu

W

hile most of us were
introduced to the
online sphere of
socialization through the relic
that is now Myspace, it was
Facebook that redefined our
generation’s interactions.
The benefits are undoubtedly
there — staying in contact, news
updates and figuring pop culture
in general — but the drawbacks
are also significant. For the
regular user, it’s common to find
that an hour has been wasted
away scrolling or to feel the urge
to check your page regardless of
what you happen to be doing at
that moment.
What makes Facebook and
most other social media sites
so alluring is that it brings
leisure to any time of the day,

many of which are stressful
enough for college students.
It’s also what makes the habit
so counterproductive.
If social media is hijacking
your life, here are a few tips to
help you limit your consumption.
1. Delete the app

You might not be ready to
quit social media cold turkey,
and that’s ok. You can still
make an improvement by accessing your sites only through
your laptop or at-home computer. This change will allow
you to focus on what’s around
you while at school, work, or
waiting in line.
For phone-specific apps like
Snapchat and Instagram, try
turning off your notifications.
This way, you will only check
in when you remember or actually have the time.

ACA continued from P1
been in my life in this time,
this political time,” she said.
“I just don’t see the avenues
I had back then (in the 60s
and 70s) to take.”
For Sandra Acton, a local
resident who works in accounting at a liability insurance
agency, the feeling was similar.
“I was very happy with
President Obama. I was really
disappointed with the election,” she said. “I feel like
you wonder how President
Trump got elected and I think
it was complacency.”
To combat parts of Trump’s
agenda such as healthcare, a
new movement called Indivisible is organizing to be
one of the avenues Carling
sorely misses.
Local activist groups are
springing up across the
country, and Indivisible FL13 is firmly rooted here in
Florida’s Congressional 13th
District, which covers most
of Pinellas county.
Acton is one of the organizers of the group. Acton said
the 2016 election moved her to
become involved in activism
for the first time.
Acton describes herself a
“normal, boring person.”
“I have never done anything
like this before. But after the
election, I was feeling disappointed and disheartened and
a little bit hopeless,” she said.
“And my sister had sent me a
copy of the Indivisible guide. I
actually ended up reading it a
couple of times and it just was
kind of a light bulb for me.”
After discovering that there
was no active Indivisible
group in the area, Acton started one on Facebook.
“I just felt called to do [it],”
she said. “I knew that I wanted
to do something. I knew that
I couldn’t just sit back and
watch our country change in a
way I didn’t want.”
In its guide, Indivisible mentions the staunchly conservative Tea Party movement as the
inspiration for its tactics.
Just as the Tea Party movement aimed to disrupt former
president Barack Obama’s

agenda early in his presidency, Indivisible plans to stage
similar disruptions for President Trump. Namely, by using
“a purely defensive approach”
and opposing all of Trump’s
policies, according to Indivisible FL-13’s website.
“I think we can [have the
same impact as the Tea Party],”
said Carling, an Indivisible
member, “but the issue between
us and them is that we want a
big tent and there’s not always
agreement in a big tent.”
“I would hope to [have an
impact like the Tea Party] but
I fear that [Indivisible has]
gotten so much notoriety very
rapidly. I worry that it’s going
to fizzle out because I feel
there was so much momentum
initially and it just kind of exploded and it’s only been three
months now,” Acton said.
According to the Indivisible
guide, the movement operates
by three tactics: “…forcing
them [the Trump administration] to redirect energy away
from their priorities, sap Representatives’ will to support or
drive reactionary change and
reaffirm the illegitimacy of the
Trump agenda.”
In addition, the movement
uses “four local advocacy
tactics” to achieve those goals.
Members attend town halls
and other local public events
to show their presence. While
attending, Indivisible members
ask politicians “hard” questions. They also visit and make
coordinated calls to politicians’
district offices.
Recently, about 20 Indivisible FL-13 members attended a
town hall held by Rep. Charlie
Crist in the USC ballrooms.
“I think he was scheduled
for two hours and he ended up
being [there] over four hours
because he really wanted to
listen to what everyone had to
say,” Acton said. “There was
just so many people there that
it was hard to get time to ask
our questions.”
Last Friday, members held a
rally outside Crist’s downtown
St. Petersburg office to deliver a thank you letter to him

2. Buy an alarm clock

It’s hard to cut back on social
media when the first thing we
check every morning is our
phones, right after turning off
our alarms. For many of us,
Facebook is a ritual when waking up that often tends to keep
us in bed much longer.
Force yourself to get up before even touching your phone
by using a good old-fashioned
analog alarm clock. Then go
make yourself some coffee.
3. Take a break as trial time

dia, that should be enough to
give you an idea of how much
you may be missing.
Try a week without and
you may just realize it’s not
so necessary!
4. Pick different distractions

try starting a conversation with
somebody around you.
5. Reach out in real life

Sometimes we do better at
things for which there is no
commitment. So, try stepping
back completely for at least 24
hours — half of which you’ll
probably just sleep through.
If you can spend an entire
waking day without social me-

Social media is more than
just something to relax to,
it’s also something to occupy
your mind with. Nowadays
we get pretty easily bored
and our first instinct is to
pick up our phones.
With the apps gone, try instead to engage in something
else. Start carrying a book
with you, a magazine or a
newspaper and get your reading on. If it’s easier to stick to
your phone, try downloading
a virtual copy of whatever
you want to read.
For more daring individuals,

The biggest reason for so
many people to stay on social
media is to have quick and
easy contact with family and
friends, but then remember
there was a time before Facebook and messaging when people actually called each other.
If the people you wish to
stay in contact with truly mean
so much to you, mark down
their important information
(such as birth date), and give
them a call. It’s the modern-day equivalent of receiving a handwritten letter and
the action will likely go much
further in growing your relationships than simply having
them as a “friend” or “follower” on social media ever will.

for promising to vote against
the now-scrapped Republican
American Health Care Act.
The group is also trying to
reach out to Florida senator
Marco Rubio to arrange a
meeting with him.
“Representatives can be a
very valuable counterweight
to Trump’s policies and
agenda,” said Erik Durneika,
a USFSP senior majoring in
political science.
He said constituents
contacting their representatives to voice their opinions
on policies is important to
bringing about change.
Durneika, 18, hasn’t been heavily involved in political activism.
But he believes in the necessity
“to become civically engaged in
the university setting.”
In anticipation of last year’s
presidential and congressional
elections, he volunteered with
voter registration activities at
the USFSP Civic Engagement
Fair last semester.
Carling also feels that the action of younger generations is
important for bringing change.
“I see a lot of energy right
now with the younger people

It’s gonna be a tougher road
than I had just because there’s
more blockages,” she said.
“With the advent of the internet,
this is a tool in which the people
that are young now are very
familiar with and I think that
is the deciding factor between
progress and no progress.”
To her, younger generations challenging Trump’s
administration represents a
changing of the guard.
“I’m gonna be 60 pretty soon
and I don’t have as much energy as I did, so my stage [for activism] now is this, this place,”
Darling said, referencing her
job at Barnes & Noble. “ So I
can make contact with people
who can go out. I can tell them
something (and) it might give
them the impetus.”
To give a face to individuals who are threatened by
the Trump administration,
Indivisible in general wants
to go further than just telling
their stories. It wants to recruit “women, people of color,
LGBTQ people, immigrants,
Muslims and the poor and
working class” as members to
represent themselves.

“We hear from other group
members that we need to be
more diverse. We’re trying to
reach out to other activist groups
in the community, but it’s just
hard because everyone has their
own priority,” Acton said.
“I think it also helps just
bringing a different perspective
in. Everyone’s got their story
and that’s something we’re
interested in,” she added.
Acton also wants more student
involvement in the group as well.
“We would love to have
some students. It would be nice
to have some diversity in our
group. Most of us are adults.
We’re a little older,” she said.
For Carling, having the dedication to accomplish the goal
and an extended attention span
is the key to success in continuing opposition to Trump.
“In the ‘60s, people gave
their lives to [activism]. They
knew that’s what they were
doing,” she said. “That is what
we need to do now.”
For more information you
can visit their website indivisiblestpete.com or follow them
on Facebook, Indivisible FL-13
or Twitter @IndivisibleFL13.
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Thank You: David Higgins (right) delivers a thank you letter for Charlie Crist to district director Steven Gary (left) in
Charlie Crist’s office on Friday, March 24.
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Grand Grandin: Anthony Cook’s service dog, Grandin, lounges on the lawn outside The Grind. Grandin turned two years old last Thursday.

Veteran

By Evy Guerra
evelyng1@mail.usf.edu

A

student

nthony Cook celebrated a special birthday
last week.
Not his, but Grandin’s.
Grandin is Cook’s service dog
who turned two Thursday,
March 23. Cook honored the
black labrador retriever with
a trip to the dog park, a new
bone and a can of the pup’s
favorite dog food.
Cook, 29, joined the Army
in 2010. He served as an
infantryman in Afghanistan
from 2011 to 2012 and left the
military in 2013.
“I was just trying to do my
part for my generation. We’ve
been there for so long, I felt
like I had to do something,”
said Cook. “The military did
improve my life.”
Cook took a short break
before enrolling at USF St.
Petersburg as a history major
in the fall of 2015.
Right before starting class
in the fall, he visited a military friend in Iowa whom he
served with in Afghanistan.
Cook’s friend had a service
dog and encouraged Cook to
get one for himself.
Cook figured the process
would be difficult, but admits
that his friend’s service dog
showed what a big difference it
could make in his life.
“When I went up to visit him
I saw how much it had helped
him,” said Cook, who suffered
from traumatic brain injuries
and post-traumatic stress disorder due to the heavy mortar fire
near his base in Afghanistan.
After Cook’s friend made a
quick phone call to the found-

finds

er of Paws & Effect, a service
dog training program in Des
Moines, Iowa, Cook scheduled
a meeting to discuss getting
his own service dog to help
with his PTSD.
Over the course of a year,
Cook submitted his military
records and obtained a note
from his psychiatrist at the
Veteran Affairs office that explained how he could benefit
from a service dog.
Finally, he ended up flying
back out to Iowa to meet Grandin. Cook trained with Grandin for two weeks at Paws &
Effect, participating in classes
so that the pair could become
familiar with each other.
Now, Cook and Grandin
are inseparable.
Grandin is protected by the
Americans with Disabilities
Act, which allows Cook to
take Grandin along with him
to any space that is open to
the general public.
Cook has only had one
experience where the management of a public place
told him he couldn’t bring
Grandin inside. Cook realized
that such a rule was illegal
and fought against the management so that he and others
with service animals wouldn’t
face discrimination there.
He wouldn’t name the
place he had a dispute with,
but on campus, Cook hasn’t
had any problems.
“I haven’t had any issues at
school whatsoever,” he said.
“He’s kind of like a celebrity at
the school, people love him and
he probably has more friends
than I do to be honest with you.”
Grandin might be a celebrity
on campus, but Cook’s face is

solace

just as well known.
Cook is president of the
Student Veterans Organization
and holds the university and
community affairs chair in
Student Government. He works
alongside student senator Albert Moreno, a fellow veteran,
in both organizations.
“We decided to run for
Student Government to bring a
unique scope of maturity, being
we are non-traditional age, and
our military and life experiences are unique from most,”
Moreno, 30, said.
They first met in the Student
Veterans Organization and have
gotten along ever since.
“It is an absolute pleasure to
have served in Senate with him
and to have known him over
the past year as he is one of
the most caring people I have
ever crossed paths with in the
world,” Moreno said.
Moreno says that Cook’s
kind personality makes him a
perfect fit for the UCA chair in
Student Government.
“For as long as I’ve known
him, he’s been a great volunteer and continues to set
a great example for veterans, students and for anyone
wanting to be a decent human
being,” said Moreno.
But Cook attributes his
friendly demeanor to Grandin,
who he says allows him to stay
affectionate and care for others.
“I work very hard to try and
destigmatize veterans, PTSD and
people with disabilities and service dogs,” said Cook. He helps
me get in touch with my emotions. A lot of people that deploy
would agree that you lose a lot of
that. When you come back, it’s
very hard adjusting.”

in

service

Even though Grandin helps
keep Cook impassioned, he
says caring for him can be a
demanding task.
“You always have to just
generally consider them — do
they have enough water or
food? or make sure you’re
not working them too hard,”
Cook said. “There’s a lot. It’s
like a part-time job.”

animal

Most people qualify themselves as dog owners, but Cook
doesn’t see it that way.
“We work together, we’re a
team,” he said, watching Grandin play in the backyard.
“He’s just such a dork, so
cute and funny that it’s hard to
be mad or sad when you have a
dog around,” Cook said.

NICOLE CARROLL | THE CROW’S NEST

Pupper Pair: Cook first met Grandin at Iowa-based Paws & Effect in
2016. They trained together for two weeks as they learned how to interact with one another. The two are now an inseparable pair.

Fast paced, cut & paste collage competition at Cage Brewing
By Devin Rodriguez
drodriguez7@mail.usf.edu

A

rmed with a pair of
scissors and magazines,
Sierra Schneider, an
alumna of USF St. Petersburg’s
graphic design program, had
just 30 minutes to make something beautiful.
She struggled through pages
and pages of pictures and text
while considering the prompt the
judges gave her — the future.
Then she found it: a picture
of a zebra.
“I was trying to find just
one image that clicked with
one of my ideas,” Schneider
said. “Endangered animals
are probably not going to be
here in the future.”
After the judges called the
round to close, Schneider presented her work. In it, a zebra
stood surrounded by red.
“It could be flames or it
could be blood, but it definitely
isn’t good,” she told the judges.
Schneider came in first place,
the judges said they enjoyed
the creative narrative that
went along with her piece. She
received a $40 gift card to AOE
Supply, an art shop in Tampa.
Hosted Friday, March 24 at
Cage Brewing on 1st Avenue
South and 22nd Street, the collage competition pitted graphic
designers against each other to
create a spontaneous art piece.
The Tampa Bay chapter of the
American Institute of Graphic
Arts put on the event.
AIGA is a graphic design
membership program that hosts
community and training events
across the country.
“AIGA is kind of like a

lightning rod for design creativity,” said Carmela Zabala,
membership director for the
Tampa Bay chapter and alumna of USF St. Petersburg.
Zabala said that for the past
few years, the chapter was
inactive, but recently they’ve
picked up and scheduled networking events across the area.
“A lot of the events we’ve
hosted were about networking,
but we want to get people really involved and hold community bonding exercises where
people can work together and
have design discussions but in
a really fun way,” said Zabala,
who graduated in 2015.
She said that the graphic
design program taught her a lot
about creativity.
“I think the best part of
the program was that it was
concept heavy. We learned how
to think about design,” Zabala
said. “When you go out in the
field, you can have the fundamental skills, but if you don’t
develop a concept, then you
don’t have anything.
Current students of the design program also participated
in the X & V: A Collage Competition & Networking Event
Jason Cottrell, a senior in the
graphic design program, made
it into the second round of the
competition to compete with
Schneider directly. He was
nervous for two weeks before
the competition.
“I entered the competition
because someone told me at the
beginning of the semester that
I should do things that make
me completely uncomfortable,”
Cottrell said. “They said, otherwise you’ll never grow.
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Cut Up: Jason Cottrell, a senior graphic design student, came runner-up in a collage competition at Cage Brewing.

“Those uncomfortable
moments will make you think
more creatively. Before the
competition I was so nervous,
but after getting the prompt and
considering what light meant to
me, all the nerves went away. It
was completely freeing.”
Cottrell ended up in third
place after the final round. He
said he would continue to get
out and improve his skills. He
was impressed by his competitors work, and how creative

they got with the final prompt.
The winner, Schneider,
graduated USFSP in 2015,
and now works for GSL
Solutions in Tampa. GSL
Solutions is a small veteran-owned design firm that
works with small businesses.
Schneider said her time in
the graphic design program
taught her a lot about the
world of design.
“I really learned how to fail
— that it’s completely alright

to fail and with each failure
you will learn,” Schneider said.
She said that the biggest lesson she learned was to begin
to create art that was just as
much a part of herself as for
someone else.
“I also learned a lot about
who I am in the program. When
I started I was making things
people wanted to see, but that’s
not what this is about. That’s
just a cop-out,” she said.
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By Emily Bowers
emilybowers@mail.usf.edu

M

usic After Dark — the
second night in the
weeklong Art After
Dark series — featured a showcase of bands across campus.

The Musicians Club began
the evening with a series of
hard-hitting jams. They were
joined by a French horn player
and saxophonist.
Elba Terrero belted “Uptown
Funk,” the Bruno Mars hit, to
the pleasure of the scattered

students sitting in the front
lawn of the SLC.
Guitar player, Zach Bulio,
enjoyed playing the event.
“This was my first time up on
stage in a while. It was invigorating,” said guitar player Zack
Bulio. He enjoyed every min-

ute of performing, as he danced
around and happily interacted
with his fellow musicians.
Andy Dang and Warren Buchholz, both of whom work for
the USC, were instrumental in
organizing the showcase.
“For this program, we want-

ed to connect USFSP students
with art culture in the St. Petersburg area,” said Dang.
“We want to prove that there’s a
music community and that people
of all ages, genders and occupations can rock out,” said Buchholz.
“Music brings people together.”
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Give us our space for musical expression
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F

or two years, the music
from downtown echoed its
way into my dormitory.
The mashup of instruments,
singers and shouts became the
ever-present background to my
weekend nights. Filing through
homework, I’d look out at the
city lights from the window
above my desk and wish for
my own space to practice cello.
Four years as a music major at
a fine arts high school had certainly spoiled me and I was used to
the commodity of practice rooms.
To this day I still credit my
high school success at Tampa’s
Howard W. Blake School of
the Arts to the fact that I could
spend half of my day studying music. I often stayed after
school to get extra time in the
music building’s soundproof
rooms. By the time I became a
senior, the only thing that mo-
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promising areas do exist here
that could be designated and
tailored to function as practice
rooms. Harbor Hall, the USC
and the Poynter Library already
have existing spaces that could
be remodeled or reserved for
our student musicians.
Members of the The Musician’s Club gather in Harbor
Hall’s Palm Room and have
performed at The Tavern. Their
attempts to coordinate efforts
in order to nourish a safe and
musical campus environment
proves the existing need on
campus for practice areas.
Such a project also provides
a solution to administration’s
current efforts to encourage
commuters to participate more
on campus after their classes.

slid across the hallway headfirst, and his skull crashed into
the concrete wall on the other
side of the hallway. I bolted
away in a panicked frenzy, horrified by what I had just seen.
It all happened so fast that I
didn’t see the severity of his injury, but I heard ambulance sirens
later on, presumably for him.
I arrived to class, opened the
door and immediately felt the
presence of an entire room of
peers, eyes wide in utter disbelief. I wanted to turn around
and run away, to abandon my
cause in order to preserve even
a bit of my reputation. Yet I reminded myself that I was doing
this for the sake of women everywhere and that my clothing
choice is demonstrating a point
larger than I.
As I sat down in my chair, the
girl seated next to me pensively

leaned over and whispered, “I
can see your nipples.” This was
my breaking point. I tried to
hold myself together, but a silent tear rolled down my cheek.
I hadn’t thought this experiment through. All of my classmates now know that I have
nipples. They probably even
know now that my left boob is
bigger than my right one, oh
what have I gotten myself into?
The professor that day was so
distracted by my breasts that he
faked a headache and dismissed
the class early. He taught every
subsequent class with a blindfold on. I think he was afraid
that he wouldn’t be able to teach
us because he wouldn’t be able
to think about anything besides
my braless breasts.
Day after day, incidences like
this occurred. My heroic act of
going braless caused car acci-

Students who are going
home to practice or have
moved away from campus
because of a lack of accessible
practice spaces would feel encouraged to stay on campus.
Our Student Government
needs to dedicate a space for
musicians. It would have little to
no cost to the university, provided the designated spaces were
empty classrooms or conference
rooms. If the space proved useful
enough, the school could move
towards remodeling a space to be
soundproofed.
Until then, any simple and
easily accessible space would
be sufficient to benefit an
artform that could grow into
something beautiful.

EMILY BOWERS | THE CROW’S NEST

Room to Practice: Last week’s Music After Dark event highlighted
the need for USFSP to incorporate space for musicians to practice..

The nipples that broke through the glass ceiling

Luke Cross
Staff Reporter

Design

tivated me to get to school was
my morning orchestra class
and my final period AP Music
Theory class.
In 2013, I finally graduated
and arrived in St. Petersburg. I’d
chosen the USF St. Petersburg
campus because it seemed like
the mecca for music and arts.
The school itself was small,
which pleased me, and I felt sure
I’d find a quiet corner to play.
Shortly after settling into my
private dorm room, I started to
realize that practicing was not
going to be as easy as it was
in high school. My roommates
expected silence, or at least
nothing unrelated to ping-pong
balls and trap music.
Playing Bach on my cello
immediately made me the odd
one out. After several attempts to
string out some more tunes, I was
shut down due to my instrument’s
“obnoxiously loud” sounds.
I gave into my roommates’
complaints and started searching for other spots: the common rooms, the staircases and
even outside; everywhere was
always either in the way or
in use. After several semesters of tense interactions with
roommates, I finally managed
to move off campus in Spring
2015. Once again, I felt at liberty to practice.
Now a senior, I am more
familiar with the campus and
have I come to realize that

By Anna Bryson
Sophomore Journalism and
Media Studies major

annabryson@mail.usf.edu

I

went braless for six months
in order to protest societal
norms regarding women’s
clothing. I’ve heard countless
stories of women protesting in
a similar fashion, but last September I decided to make my
own stand. This is my story.
Let me be clear: this was NOT
an easy task, however, I persevered through the face of adversity for the sake of social justice.
My act of female empowerment
and heroism caused quite a bit of
commotion at school, work, and
even in the streets.
On the first day of my momentous societal journey, I was
walking to my 8 a.m. class and
the janitor in the hallway nodded
hello. He immediately noticed
that I wasn’t wearing a bra and
became so enthralled that he
seemed to forget where he was.
As I walked past, he turned
around to keep watching my
breasts and his foot caught on
the handle of the mop and he
tripped over it, slipping and
falling onto the wet floor. He
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Boobs Not Bombs: Anna Bryson thinks that society shouldn’t put such
an emphasis on the female body and that wearing a bra isn’t mandatory.

dents, street fights, and even a
forest fire. Despite all the disruption I caused to the Tampa
Bay area, it was all worth it for
the change that I made.
My one word of advice to my
followers is to be prepared for
how much commotion the natural
shape of your breasts will cause.
Six months ago I was a regular
woman, and today I am a radical
rebel in the face of society.
Opting to live your life braless is liberating and everyone
who can do it and should. It
might seem strange at first, but
you will soon begin to wonder
why you ever thought it was
a sensible idea to wear an uncomfortable article of clothing
with no practical use.
I acknowledge that there
could be a physical necessity for
some women to wear a bra, and
don’t mean to discourage them
from something that might be
a health benefit. But I feel the
majority of women are stuck in
a cycle of discomfort forced on
them by societal norms.
It’s nonsensical to wear a restricting article of clothing that
literally has a wire in it only to
uphold an unrealistic, idealized
image of what the female body
should look like. At this point
in time, going sans-bra isn’t
a head-turning ordeal, and it
shouldn’t be.
It’s not a novel idea to choose
to be comfortable enough with
your body to not restrict it into
an unnatural shape. It’s time to
stop oversexualizing the female
body and accept it for what it
naturally is.
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Bookworms Rejoice: Count down the savings with 321 Books
By Whitney Elfstrom
welfstrom@mail.usf.edu

U

sed books are supposed
to be cheap, but 321
Books raises the bar
and lowers the price.
The bookstore opened three
weeks ago and has already
made an impact on the St.
Petersburg community with its
customer-friendly price model.
While wandering through
Tyrone Square Mall’s tiny,
new bookstore, shoppers may
not realize the bargain they’ve
stumbled upon.
The most a 321 customer
will ever pay for a single book
is three dollars. All hardback
books are three dollars, paperback books are two dollars and
mass-market and children’s
books are one dollar.
321 Books also carries current edition college textbooks,
donated by students who no
longer need them. It’s not guaranteed that customers will find
the textbook they’re looking
for, but it’s possible to score a
much-needed discount.
“A lot of people don’t know
the concept if they’re new
here. They’ll see a $25 ticket
and that’s what they’re expecting to pay. When they come
to the cashiers and we only
charge three dollars customers are shocked,” said Bobby

Hauske, co-partner of 321.
What began as an online
e-commerce organization has
turned into a bookstore looking
to bring books to those who
otherwise might not be able to
afford them. Hauske and his
business partner, Tim Russell,
were tired of throwing away or
recycling books that no longer
met Amazon requirements.
“We were paying to have
books thrown away and it just
made me sick,” Hauske recalled.
321 Books has been an Amazon affiliate for the past seven
years. Over 50,000 books make
up 321’s inventory allowing the
staff to stock the shelves with
as many as 1,000 new books
per day. Staff regularly sorts
through 321’s Clearwater warehouse in search of any missing
gems they may have passed
over before.
Hauske said the replenished
catalog brings in repeat customers each day. He likened
customers searching for books
to miners panning for gold.
In addition to used books,
321 Books sells CDs, DVDs,
school supplies, photo albums
and new books. The $3 or less
pricing applies to every item
in the store.
321 Books also runs a charity
that donates books to children all
over the state of Florida. They

plan to donate 1,000,000 books
in 2017 and have already surpassed 65,000 in their efforts.
“We donate to schools,
prisons and churches. Really
anyone who comes in looking
for a book donation we try to
help out.” Hauske said.
321 Books also accepts
customer donations. A donation bin is located by the main
checkout counter. The store is
working toward opening up a
back door donation center for
larger drop-offs.
Along with the donation

program, 321 runs a tradein option. Every two books,
considered to be in good
condition, traded in will grant
a customer one credit.
For example, if one were to
trade in two hardback books
they would be able to walk
away with a hardback of their
choosing from the store.
Each credit is recorded in the
computer allowing customers
to either use their credits right
away or save them for later.
The store recently began including a note at the bottom of

its receipts to inform customers
how much money they saved
while shopping.
321 hopes to continue their
expansion over the next year
and make their way into
other locations in the Tampa
Bay area.
“I’ve been wanting to do this
for five years but to bring it to
this level is really exciting,”
Hauske said as he gazed at
his store in admiration. “The
response by customers has
been outstanding. Everyone is
excited by it.”
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Like A Fairytale: Bobby Hauske, 321 co-owner, finally achieved his dream of running an affordable bookstore.

Big Sisters bring big conversations to the Reef
By Alyssa Coburn
agcoburn@mail.usf.edu

L

ast Tuesday, March 21,
18 people from eight
different clubs and
organizations met in the Ocean
room of the USC. They were
preparing for something they
called a flash mob, but singing
and dancing weren’t part of
their agenda. Instead, these
individuals flooded the Reef so
that they could talk some ‘Big
Talk.’
Big Talk is a movement,
started by documentary journalist Kalina Silverman, that
encourages people to skip the
small talk and have deeper,
more meaningful conversations
with one another.

Students and staff from
Big Sisters of Psychology,
the Career Center, Omicron
Delta Kappa, the International
Community of USFSP, the
Collection, Psy-Chi, Tau Sigma and Student Government
came together to try and use
Big Talk to bring the USFSP
community closer together.
The event started with a
surprise video playing on the
Reef’s large Bulls Eye screen.
The video was a brief explanation and demonstration of the
concept of Big Talk.
As the video came to a
close, Pharrell’s “Happy” began playing in the background
and a 15-minute countdown
timer began on the screen. The

students and staff rushed down
the stairs and into the Reef to
begin their discussions.
Big Talk initiators were
given a handout with questions
to help guide the discussion.
Some example questions were:
“What do you want to do
before you die?” and “What
advice would you have given
yourself five years ago?”
Julia Maselli, a freshman environmental science major, participated in the Big Talk experiment.
Maselli found the experience
“almost intrusive” but still enjoyable. Maselli explained that these
questions prompted questions of
her own like “Am I doing what I
love right now?”
“As college students, we
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No Small Talk: Eight student clubs and organizations joined together for Big Talk in the Reef on Tuesday, March 21.

already think about all this stuff
by ourselves. But having someone else to talk about it with is
really comforting,” said Maselli.
Every student experienced
a different discussion. Some
initiators sat with students for
the entire 15 minutes. Others
bounced between students who
perhaps only felt like sharing a
little of their time.
Nam Ho, a graphic design
sophomore, sat through most
of the event on his phone until
he was finally approached.
While the discussion was
“kind of personal,” he said he
wasn’t uncomfortable. Ho said
he found the Big Talk to be a
“good opportunity to reflect.”
“Engaging with students is
important. Not a lot of people
interact with people like me
because I’m usually by myself,
but I really enjoy talking with
people,” said Ho.
While many students enjoyed the event, some saw
room for improvement.
According to Alberto Perez, a
freshman biology major, some
questions were very personal
and could be “a bit awkward.”
“I don’t ever tell people
about my past or feelings, but
she really wanted to know how
I felt,” said Perez.
Antonio Permuy, a political
science sophomore, was one of
the people helping initiate the
Big Talk. Permuy sat down with
a group of high school students
who were touring USFSP.
Permuy was surprised by the
discussion he experienced.
“It was very enlightening. It
went so many different places

that I was not expecting. It was
very surprising because I didn’t
think I would get very much out
of them at first,” said Permuy.
Permuy helped facilitate a discussion that he believes brought
the students closer together. According to Permuy, they discussed
the loss of loved ones, societal
perceptions, and even one student’s experience of finding out
his parents were drug dealers.”
As the 15-minute timer
ended, the groups began to
wrap up their discussions.
Students were invited to share
their experience on video for
a school memory video. The
entire event was documented
by USFSP Connect.
Tracey Garbutt, president and
founder of Big Sisters of Psychology, designed the event to
help mend some of the division
in the community.
“I can’t stand to see how the
divides in society are becoming
greater. We’re slicing ourselves up in all these ways and
I just see it getting worse and
worse,” said Garbutt. “There’s
no healing after. The wounds
are open, the blood is flowing,
people are angry, people are
upset but there’s nothing pulling us back together.”
Garbutt wanted to find a way
to bridge the gap between everyone’s differences. She found
her answer in ‘Big Talk.’
“When you ask someone
‘What do you want to do before you die?’ they can’t wear
any of those masks that divide
us. There’s really no societal
mask sitting on top of that,”
said Garbutt.

